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spoke talk

Steamboat Springs is Bike Town 
U.S.A, and Routt County Riders 
Bike Match has dreams of a more 
integrated and inclusive cycling 

community. This piece is the first of a 
three-part series to encourage public 
discourse about cycling. This Spoke Talk 
provides an overview of the Bike Match 
program. In future articles, we’ll discuss 
ways in which Bike Match aims to meet 
the needs of our community, and finally, 
we’ll propose some ideas on the future of 
Bike Match.

Bike Match is administered by Routt 
County Riders and a principal aim of 
Bike Match is to expand access to cycling 
for those in our community who might 
not otherwise be able to take advantage 
of local cycling opportunities. We firmly 
believe that cycling builds confidence and 
fitness, expands horizons, and contributes 
to a stronger community. 

As such, we’ve partnered with several 
organizations with complementary goals. 
These organizations include the Boys 
and Girls Club, Partners in Routt County, 
Steamboat Springs Winter Sports Club 
and The Cycle Effect. In order to expand 
the program’s reach, Integrated Commu-
nity translated our Bike Match request 
and waiver forms, and now matches are 
made in both English and Spanish.

We’re on track to meet our goal of 
matching bikes with 100% of the girls in 
TCE who requested them, filling 14 total 
requests. We’ve also matched bicycles 
to kids through PRC, to athletes partic-
ipating in the SSWSC summer cycling 
programs, to BGC youth, and a myri-
ad of others, from college bound teens 
to families looking to cycle. In total, 
we’ve matched 36 bicycles and we will 
match several more before our winter 
hibernation.

The generosity of our community in 
donating bicycles has far outpaced the re-
quests for bicycles and we find ourselves 
limiting the number we can accept due 
to the lack of a permanent location for 
Bike Match to store donated parts/bikes 
and hold maintenance events. In spite 
of this, our volunteers and donors have 
made a huge impact, contributing over 50 
hours repairing bikes so they are safe and 
serviceable.

Looking forward to next season, we 
want to continue to meet our charter of 
getting more bikes out of garages and peo-
ple in our community enjoying the fun, 
freedom, transportation and recreation 
cycling provides. We also are exploring 
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SOUTH ROUTT — Silver Creek Trail 
is about a half-hour south of Steamboat 
Springs, but feels like a whole other 
world. There are large, squarish rocks in 
towering formations that feels more like 
the Mount Zirkel Wilderness Area than 
any other part of Routt County.

With Mount Zirkel Wilderness Area 
closed, this might be the closest thing 
Routt County hikers can get. Silver Creek 
doesn’t have access to gorgeous alpine 
lakes, but the terrain is somewhat sim-
ilar. There are massive gray rocks, lush 
greenery, enormous evergreens, and 
views of a gorgeous valley, uninhabited 
and untouched.

Silver Creek Trail, or No. 1106, begins 
just south of Stagecoach Reservoir off 
of County Road 16. There is a clear sign 
on the east side of the road marking the 
trailhead and a small pull off for parking.

To begin, Dallas and I hiked up a hill, 
quickly climbing from just under 8,000 
feet to almost 8,800 feet. The first section 
of the trail is private property, so please 
adhere to the trail. After a short walk 
there is a sign-in at an informational 
stand, welcoming recreators to the Sarvis 

Creek Wilderness, which is 44,556 acres 
of Routt National Forest.

Through two years in Routt County, I 
had yet to explore the Sarvis Creek Wil-
derness. Eventually, I’ll get to the actual 
Sarvis Creek Trail.

Silver Creek Trail is somewhat exposed 
as it ascends up the hillside. I heard cows 
exchanging morning gossip at a ranch be-
low. Dallas was uninterested. He was on a 
mission, hauling up the hill.

Silver Creek
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The Town Challenge concluded on Wednesday with a community ride ahead of the end-of-season awards ceremony. See the results 
on Page 27.

CHALLENGE COMPLETED

See valley views, cows 
and cathedral rocks 
south of Steamboat
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Silver Creek Trail is the closest thing we have to the Mount Zirkel Wilderness since the 
North Routt area is closed due to the Morgan Creek Fire. View a video from the trail at 
SteamboatPilot.com.
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some exciting initiatives like a 
moving-art cycling project in 
cooperation with Steamboat 
Creates and adding some basic 
bicycle maintenance classes. 
All of this is intended to move 
toward a broader Bike Match 
vision.

Our vision is to establish a 
bicycle hub that brings our 
community closer together.  
We would like everyone in 
Routt County to have ac-
cess to a bicycle, a place to 
work on it, and the skills and 

knowledge to do so. Addi-
tionally, we see a community 
bike hub as another place 
where we can educate riders 
on cycling rules of the road 
and trail etiquette, so we can 
happily share our world-class 
trails with all trail users.

Matthew Rochon is com-
munity outreach program 
manager with Routt County 
Riders. He loves living in a 
community that shares his 
passion for cycling. If you 
want to donate, learn more or 
volunteer, email matthew@
routtcountyriders.org.

Soon, the sky be-
came more visible as we 
neared the crest of the 
hill. We entered a denser 
part of the forest, which 
was more green than I 
could have imagined. 
The morning light scat-
tered across the forest 
floor illuminating blue 
and pink and red berries. 
I know nothing about 
berries and this trail in-
spired me to learn more 
about which we can eat 

and which we should 
just admire.

After a short bout 
in the woods, the trail 
opened up and we could 
see across the silver 
creek drainage. The hill-
side wasn’t as rocky as 
Mount Zirkel, but resem-
bled North Routt a bit. 
The creek was a couple 
hundred feet down the 
valley. As you hike along 
the trail, you move up-
stream and about 4 miles 
in, you’ll cross the creek.

As the creek rises to 
meet hikers, the trail 

itself stays around 8,800 
and 9,000 feet.

I wish I had made it 
far enough to cross the 
creek or see the waterfall 
before that, but I was 
feeling nervous for some 
reason. Despite hardly 
hiking 2 miles, Dallas 
and I turned around. I 
hike alone somewhat 
often and have never felt 
like that, so I listened to 
my gut and returned to 
my car.

Silver Creek Trail ex-
tends 12 miles due East 
before meeting up with 

Forest Road 100, which 
is accessible off of Gore 
Pass, or Routt County 
Road 134.

If we had hiked longer, 
we could have stopped 
by Stagecoach and 
dipped our feet in the 
water to cool down. For 
someone looking for a 
post-hike snack, consid-
er driving West on Routt 
County Road 14 to Oak 
Creek and stopping at 
Lupita’s Cantina, The 
Colorado Bar and Grill 
or Franciosi Brothers 
pizza. 

TRAIL
From page 25

BIKE MATCH
From page 25

SPORTS

Share the roadShare the road
Know and observe rules

Respect all road users

Know and observe rules

Respect all road users
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2021

VOT I N G I S

Let us know who you think is the best of the boat.

Voting takes place August 9 – August 29

TO VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITES GO TO:
bestoftheboat.com

NOWOPEN!

Have a rental property?
Looking for a tenant?

ADVERTISE
in the STEAMBOAT PILOT & TODAY

and make your property stand out  
from the rest.

Visit steamboatpilot.com/placead 
to begin advertising your rental for FREE today.

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION AT CLASSIFIEDS@STEAMBOATPILOT.COM

Don’t lose rent or time. 

Our online rentals page 

averages 17,000 views  

a month, with 00,000 in 

print readership a day.

Advertising is  

affordable and easy  

with 3-day online  

promotions beginning 

FREE of charge.

Top Google Results 

Our online  

“Steamboat Springs 

rentals” appear in the 

top 10 search results.

For a faster  

response add  

printed advertising  

in our Classified section 

for a small fee.

We monitor all  

rental ads to ensure  

our advertisers and 

readers view legitimate 

promotions. No Scams!
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