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spoke talk

A race
nearly 18
months
in the
making
I

n late 2019, Routt County Riders
and Partners in Routt County were
handed the blueprints for what had
previously been known as the Steamboat
Stinger. With the birth of the Honey Stinger Emerald Mountain Epic, there was both
pressure and optimism.
The pressure was to create an event
that lived up to the high standards and
strong reputation that had been built over
the previous nine years of successfully
produced events by Honey Stinger. The
optimism was both for what were seen as
opportunities to grow the event and for
what this event would now mean as a major fundraiser for the two nonprofits now
at the helm.
However, those feelings soon faded as
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic
took over, and the inaugural EME was
forced to operate in a virtual platform.
People often ask me what I enjoy about
my job as a producer of cycling events. Beyond sharing my passion for exploring on
two wheels, I typically say that I’ve always
liked puzzles and solving riddles. When
you are planning an event of almost any
nature, there is no shortage of problems to
solve as you figure out how all the pieces
will fit together. This past year, though,
took that to an extreme level.
Even as it became apparent that we
would be able to host an in-person race,
there were still hours spent on COVID-19
mitigation plans, air quality policies and
multiple venue and route changes due to
chairlift construction. If I’m honest, there
were times where I started to ask myself
why I still enjoyed producing events. The
problems that I was now solving were no
longer about how to create a better experience for the participants but instead about
how to plan around issues that were well
beyond our control.
So what was it that kept me, and our
team, pushing forward?
Every time I was feeling the frustration,
a timely email from a racer would come
through. There’s the guy who is training in
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Dallas walks by a patch of fireweed on the Creekside trail at Steamboat Resort.

Creekside Trail

It’s easy to pass
by, but this hike
is worth taking
Shelby Reardon
Steamboat Pilot & Today

Monday was another one of those days
in which my original hiking plans did
not pan out. I completely forgot a section
of Routt County Road 33 is closed, so I
couldn’t get to Beall Trail via the traditional route and did not want to spend
the time to go all the way around. It was
already hot, and I was ready to start a hike.
I have driven by Creekside Trail countless times while heading to the Thunderhead Express trailhead at the top of Burgess Creek Road. So, when I was suddenly
in need of a nearby trail, I set off toward
Creekside.
The trailhead is on Steamboat Resort
land, almost all the way up Burgess Creek
Road, marked by a brown sign and a small
parking lot on the left side of the road. The
lot fits about six cars and was full when
I arrived. Thankfully, a man and his dog
were just leaving, so I took their spot.
On this morning, I was hiking with my
dog Dallas. We headed up the trail, which
follows Burgess Creek. The trail is just 1.6
miles long but connects with a few other
trails, allowing you to dictate how far you
hike and what section of the mountain you
explore.
Creekside is mixed-use, as are most
trails on the resort, so beware of bikes. I
don’t wear headphones while hiking and
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A quaking aspen takes an odd form along
the Creekside trail at Steamboat Resort.

VIDEO ONLINE
at SteamboatPilot.com
keep an ear out for the whir of wheels
approaching. A few creek crossings gave
Dallas a chance to hydrate in the heat. The
trail is also partially shaded, providing
some relief from the late morning sun.
While hiking with Dallas, I’m more
aware of the heat. Dallas is large, black,
wears a backpack and can’t sweat, so he
gets hot before I do.
Dogs are loyal to a fault. They will follow
us anywhere, even if we are unprepared.

They won’t ask how much water we have,
tell us they are overheating or insist on
stopping for a snack. I always bring an entire water bottle just for Dallas, no matter
how far we are hiking. I pack a pop-up
bowl and some treats. On longer hikes, I’ll
pack more protein-heavy snacks for him
to munch on. If we humans need mid-hike
sustenance, so do dogs.
I also keep a close eye on his pace, his
reluctance to carry on after a break and
how much he is drooling. Access to water
is great when hiking with dogs, but make
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SPORTS

4-H WINNERS

ELK RIVER PET & RANCH

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION
SALE
All Weekend

July 24th and 25th

TAMI EGGERS/COURTESY

Routt County 4-H shooting sport competitors took part in the shooting sports completions weekend. Pictured are Abbie Blackwell, Deb Holmes, Jeremy Kline, Krista Kline, Luke
Valora, Dorian Hotchkiss, Jayla Kline, Conley Valora, Kalob More, Teagon Herold, Jack
George, Tirazh Herold, Chad Day, Mia Cranwell, Peyton Baker, Alan Selch, Darrin Halik,
Sean Struble, Mia Cranwell, Charlie Weidel, Sawyer Vietanen, Maverick Vietanen, Lloyd
Warren, Hazen Roos, Lander Marytn, Courtney Weidel, Tristan Day, Chris Stone, Levi Lowe,
Kaitlyn Struble, Jayden Kemry, Kai Lancaster and Darrin Vietanen. Full results can be
found on the CSU Routt County Extension website at Routt.Extension.ColoState.edu.
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the heat of the United Arab
Emirates and, ultimately,
taking four flights, connecting through three different
airports, to join our race. Or
the woman from Brazil who
found her love for endurance running while living
in Wisconsin and sees this
event, with its large elevation gains, as the toughest
challenge she has faced as a
runner yet. And the woman
whose 2019 race ended before she even hit the course
because her partner’s bike
broke on the first lap. Getting redemption has been
her driving motivation for
training this summer.

Each of our 1,200 racers
has an individual story as to
what brought them to sign
up, and each is extremely
excited that our race is happening. Ultimately, the only
way it can happen in person
is by thinking through the
things that I may have
never thought I would even
need to consider when I
first got into this line of
work.
At the end of the day,
though, I am still helping to
create incredible experiences for people and supporting two amazing nonprofit
organizations along the
way.
Now, we sit just two short
weeks away from the race
that our racers, and our

Emerald Mountain Epic
team, have been waiting
nearly 18 months to host.
The pressure is still there
to put on an event that lives
up to the Steamboat Stinger
reputation, but more than
that, the optimism for the
event this year, and for the
future, is as strong as it
has ever been. Let’s rejoice
together that on Aug. 7 and
8 we race.
If you’d like to be a part
of creating the experience
for our races, find out how
you can volunteer at
EmeraldMtnEpic.org.
Eli Campbell is a member
of Routt County Riders and
race director of the Emerald
Mountain Epic.

20% OFF

EVERYTHING IN STOCK,
no rain check please
(Excludes hay, straw, and
equipride/equilix)

2680 Copper Ridge Circle
970.879.5383
ElkRiverPetandRanch.com

Y-NOT WAGON TO SERVE
HOT DOGS AND BRATS
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JULY 24TH 11-3.

2021 SEASON IS VIRTUAL!

Join Seminars during our 19th annual
season of nonpartisan policy discussions!

The Future of Public Health,
Why We Should All Be Concerned
Dr. Jennifer Nuzzo is an epidemiologist, a senior scholar at
the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security and senior fellow for
global health at the Council on Foreign Relations

STEAMBOAT PILOT & TODAY
FREE E-EDITION

Monday, July 26

5:30 p.m.
www.seminarsatsteamboat.org/watch

UPCOMING FREE SEMINARS – SAVE THE DATES!
Aug. 2:
MAYA MACGUINEAS

LOCAL NEWS ON ANY WEB DEVICE
■ Current Steamboat Pilot & Today issue
■ Pilot & Today archives
■ Magazines and special sections

Fiscal Sanity in an Insane World

Aug. 9:
JOHN LESHY

America’s Public Lands –
A Look Back and Ahead

Aug. 16:
ERIC EDELMAN

Prospects for U.S. National Security,
Defense Strategy and Policy

Aug. 23:
CAMILLE BUSETTE

Thinking Differently About
Race and Public Policy

Catch a replay of Deval Patrick addressing “Teaching Democracy: Civics and Civility in the Classroom
and Beyond” & James Bruce discussing “The Foreign Intelligence Threat to the U.S.: Russia, China
and Other Bad Actors”...and become a Friend of Seminars at www.seminarsatsteamboat.org

HEAD TO STEAMBOATPILOT.COM
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