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Spring 
Creek

Spring Creek is one of our most 
heavily used trails in town, and with 
good reason. Its location is easy 

to get to and offers a little something for 
everybody with beautiful scenery through 

the canyon leading all the 
way to Dry Lake parking lot 
on Buffalo Pass.

With trail access start-
ing on Routt County Road 
34, crossing onto city of 
Steamboat Springs proper-
ty, then U.S. Forest Service 
land, the Spring Creek Trail 
System is truly a collabora-
tive partnership. While it’s 
always been a popular spot 
to ride and hike, the average 

daily use has increased in the past year. 
With more people getting out to enjoy our 
public lands, the city is excited to provide 
an update on some new projects. 

With the final piece of the new Spring 
Roll downhill directional bike trail recent-
ly completed this summer, most mountain 
bikers have probably had a chance to expe-
rience Steamboat’s exciting new trail. Built 
by Routt County Riders over the past two 
seasons, the trail was built to provide an 
alternate route down through the canyon, 
minimizing conflicts by separating hikers 
and equestrians from downhill bikers on 
the busy Spring Creek Trail.

Because of the high use on Spring Trail, 
it’s recommended that all bikers utilize the 
Spring Roll downhill trail when descend-
ing through the canyon. From the top, 
the trail is classified as an intermediate to 
expert or blue/black level trail. Below the 
“wall” and at the connection just above 
Bridge No. 6, the trail is classified as an in-
termediate/blue route. Spring Roll ends on 
C.R. 34, which is heavily used by all trail 
users, has some vehicular traffic and is the 
area where we see the most conflict.

Please be aware when ending your 
Spring Roll ride to check your speed and 
increase your awareness of other users 
when returning on the county road.

Along with the new downhill biking 
trail, there are also exciting changes for 
hikers and equestrians on the Ditch Trail. 
Though the unsanctioned Ditch Trail has 
been used by the public for many years, 
the irrigation ditch is privately owned, and 
the trail alongside it exists for mainte-
nance access for water rights. The trail also 
crosses private property, and trespassing 
has increased over the years, raising con-
cerns for adjacent landowners.

Through a public process starting 

Ice complex reopens

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS — The How-
elsen Ice Complex was scheduled to open 
Sept. 14, but thanks to a partnership with 
the Steamboat Springs Youth Hockey Asso-
ciation, the rink will reopen to private and 
organizational rentals Monday. 

Steamboat Springs Parks and Recreation 
has been operating on a severely reduced 
budget and opening the ice complex wasn’t 
a top priority. The association wanted to 
help get its athletes as well as others on the 
ice sooner, so offered financial help by rent-
ing many of the time slots and providing 
volunteers to help reduce labor costs.

A small crew of parks and recreation em-
ployees and volunteers have been working 
inside the rink to lay the ice and paint the 
lines for the past few days. 

The process of laying the ice takes seven 
to 10 days and uses about 20,000 gallons 
of water to build 1 1/2 inches of ice on the 
Olympic-sized rink. That’s enough to fill 
150,000 16-ounce bottles.

The process is tedious since water is 
applied in thin layers. When a layer is fro-
zen, the next is applied. Lines are painted 

before applying the final layers. 
There will be no public skates, rentals 

or bumper cars, according to Recreation 
Manager Alexis Wolf. She said bumper cars 
could be added as the fall and winter sea-
son approaches. 

“The timing of it, it doesn’t make sense 
to add it right now, just because of the 
demand,” Wolf said. “We would be looking 
at potentially restarting bumper cars more 
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Youth hockey association 
partners with Parks and 
Rec to get back in rink
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Keely Stevenson receives a serve while playing a game of pick-up volleyball at Howelsen Hill on Wednesday.
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The Howelsen Ice Complex is reopening on Monday to private rentals thanks to a part-
nership with the Steamboat Springs Youth Hockey Association. 
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in 2017, the city began 
working with owners of 
the Steamboat Gardens 
Ditch to culvert a small 
section and allow the new 
Spring Roll downhill bike 
trail to cross the ditch. As 
part of that discussion, 
the city also worked with 
ditch owners to adjust the 
Ditch Trail route, utilizing 
a portion of the trail along 

the ditch and constructing 
a new entrance and exit 
that allows pedestrians to 
create a loop with Spring 
Creek Trail.

This compromise ben-
efits all trail users while 
respecting private property 
and water rights. The new 
Ditch Trail is for hikers 
and equestrians only, 
providing a better user ex-
perience and minimizing 
conflicts with bike traffic.

Whether you hike, bike 

or ride a horse, the Spring 
Creek Trail System is a 
wonderful outdoor space 
right in our backyard. We 
hope you get a chance to 
get out and enjoy the trails 
this summer, and please 
remember to have fun and 
share the trail.

Jenny Carey is the Open 
Space and Trails super-
visor for city of Steam-
boat Springs Parks and 
Recreation.
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toward the winter season 
around Thanksgiving.”

Wolf said they’re also 
considering adding stick 
and puck times on the 
schedule, allowing people 
to preregister for the slots.

“Everything will con-
tinue to be reevaluated as 
circumstances change,” she 
said. 

Without a slick slab to 
skate on, the hockey asso-
ciation has been holding 
outdoor hockey clinics.  

The Howelsen Ice 

Complex closed in mid-
March when nearly the 
entire state shut down due 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The ice complex was 
named a potential overflow 
facility for the Routt Coun-
ty Emergency Operations 
Center. For the past few 
weeks, the iceless building 
has been used to host High 
Altitude Basketball camps.

To reach Shelby Rear- 
don, call 970-871-4253,  
email sreardon@Steam 
boatPilot.com or fol- 
low her on Twitter  
@ByShelbyReardon.
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Watch a video of the ice being laid   

at SteamboatPilot.com.

Trump signs $3B-a-year 
plan to boost public lands

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump signed 
legislation Tuesday that will 
devote nearly $3 billion a 
year to conservation proj-
ects, outdoor recreation and 
maintenance of national 
parks and other public lands 
following its overwhelming 
approval by both parties in 
Congress.

“There hasn’t been any-
thing like this since Teddy 
Roosevelt, I suspect,” Trump 
said, seemingly comparing 
himself to the 26th presi-
dent, an avowed environ-
mentalist who created many 
national parks, forests and 
monuments that millions 
of Americans flock to each 
year.

Supporters say the Great 
American Outdoors Act is 
the most significant conser-
vation legislation enacted 
in nearly half a century. Op-
ponents countered that the 
money isn’t enough to cover 
the estimated $20 billion 
maintenance backlog on 
federally owned lands.

At a White House 
bill-signing ceremony, 
Trump failed to give Dem-
ocrats any credit for their 
role in helping to pass the 
measure, mispronounced 
the name of one of Ameri-
ca’s most famous national 
parks, blamed a mainte-
nance backlog that has been 
decades in the making on 
the Obama administration 
and claimed to have de-
terred a march to Washing-
ton that had been planned 
to tear down monuments in 
the nation’s capital. No such 
march was ever planned.

The Great American 
Outdoors Act requires full, 
permanent funding of the 
popular Land and Water 
Conservation Fund and 
addresses the maintenance 
backlog facing national 
parks and public lands. 
The law would spend about 
$900 million a year — dou-
ble current spending — on 
the conservation fund and 
another $1.9 billion per year 
on improvements at nation-
al parks, forests, wildlife 
refuges and range lands.

Trump in the budget 
proposals he has sent to 
Congress had previously 
recommended cutting mon-
ey allocated to the fund, but 
reversed course and request-
ed full funding in March.

Interior Secretary David 
Bernardt said the law will 
help create more than 
100,000 jobs.

The maintenance backlog 
has been a problem for de-
cades, through Republican 

and Democratic administra-
tions. Trump falsely claimed 
it was caused by the “last 
administration.”

The House and the Senate 
cleared the bill by over-
whelming bipartisan mar-
gins this summer, including 
significant support from 
congressional Democrats. 
No Democratic lawmakers 
attended the ceremony and 
Trump, in his remarks, cred-
ited only Republicans.

Asked why Democrats 
weren’t recognized, White 
House press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany said it 
was because Democrats and 
Republicans — including 
the administration — have 
yet to agree on extending 
now-expired coronavi-
rus relief payments and 
protections.

Her answer focused on 
Senate Democrats’ rejection 
of a proposal by Sen. Martha 
McSally, R-Ariz., for a one-
week extension of a special 
federal unemployment ben-
efit. She ignored that Senate 
Republicans themselves are 
divided over how to proceed 
on a larger relief package.

“The only thing we’re 
recognizing about congres-
sional Democrats right now 
is how appalling it is that 
there are Americans who 
are going without pay-
checks because they refused 
to partner with Martha 
McSally, Republicans and 
the president in ensuring 
that those payments go 
out.”

Among the bills’ congres-
sional champions are Re-
publican Sens. Cory Gard-
ner of Colorado and Steve 
Daines of Montana. Both 
are among the Senate’s most 
vulnerable incumbents, and 
each one represents a state 
where the outdoor economy 
and tourism at sites such as 
the Rocky Mountain and 
Yellowstone national parks 
play an outsize role.

Daines and Gardner 
persuaded Trump to sup-
port the legislation, which 
Gardner has made the 
cornerstone of his reelection 
campaign.

Democratic Sens. Maria 
Cantwell of Washington 
state, Joe Manchin of West 
Virginia and Tom Udall of 
New Mexico all were instru-
mental in getting the bill 
passed. Cantwell has spent 
years working to reautho-
rize and fund the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, 
and she worked with Gard-
ner and Daines to make it 
happen.

“For all of us who’ve 
fought for years to protect 
our public lands and invest 
in our outdoor recreation 

economy, today is a historic 
win for America’s beloved 
shared spaces,” Cantwell 
said in a statement that crit-
icized environmental and 
public health rollbacks by 
Trump that benefit the oil 
and gas industry.

The law’s mostly Republi-
can opponents complained 
it would not eliminate an 
estimated $20 billion main-
tenance backlog on 640 
million acres (259 million 
hectares) of federally owned 
lands. The legislation autho-
rizes $9.5 billion for mainte-
nance over five years.

Lawmakers from Gulf 
Coast states also complained 
that their states get too 
small a share of revenue 
from offshore oil and gas 
drilling that is used to re-
plenish the conservation 
fund.

Ivanka Trump, the Repub-
lican president’s daughter 
and adviser who supported 
the legislation, described it 
at the ceremony as a “great 
legacy” for the administra-
tion as well as the country.

In discussing the beauty 
of national parks Tuesday, 
President Trump tripped 
over one name when he 
referred to Yosemite’s tower-
ing sequoia trees. He twice 
mispronounced “Yosemite’s” 
as yoh-SEH’-mytz instead of 
yoh-SEM’-it-eez.

Trump also claimed an 
executive order highlight-
ing the threat of up to 10 
years in prison for defacing 
federal monuments was the 
reason a march to Wash-
ington for the sole purpose 
of destroying statues was 
canceled.

People protesting racial 
injustice after George 
Floyd’s death in police cus-
tody in May began toppling 
monuments around the 
country of Confederate and 
other figures considered 
racist, but no such march 
to Washington was ever 
planned.

“They were having a 
march on Washington to 
knock down a lot of mon-
uments, and I signed it 
before the march,” Trump 
said of the executive order 
he signed June 26. “We 
announced it at a news con-
ference that you go to jail for 
10 years if you knock down 
a monument, and the march 
to Washington never hap-
pened. I don’t know — that’s 
strange how that all works. 
Isn’t it, though? Isn’t that a 
beautiful thing?”

The Rev. Al Sharpton is 
planning a march on Wash-
ington for Aug. 28, the an-
niversary of the 1963 march 
in the nation’s capital led by 
Martin Luther King Jr.
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Rockies take down 
Giants in 5-2 victory

DENVER — Germán 
Márquez struck out nine 
in efficiently throwing into 
the eighth inning and ben-
efited from an overturned 
home-run call as the roll-
ing Colorado Rockies beat 
the San Francisco Giants 
5-2 on Tuesday night.

The Rockies moved to 
8-2 for the second time in 
franchise history, joining 
a 2011 team that finished 
73-89.

“There’s a good vibe 
going on with us,” said 
slugger Nolan Arenado, 
who homered for a second 
straight game. “The pitch-
ers are setting the tone.”

Trailing 3-0 in the fifth, 
the Giants thought they 
tied it on a three-run 
homer by Steven Duggar 
that hit off the top of the 
wall. A crew chief review 
overturned the call and 
awarded Duggar a two-run 
double. Márquez struck 
out Mike Yastrzemski and 
got Alex Dickerson to fly 
out to keep it a 3-2 game.

Márquez (2-1) scattered 
six hits over 7 1/3 innings 
and threw 101 pitches. 
This was a vastly improved 
outing compared to his last 
start against the Giants 
on July 15, 2019. In that 
game, the hard-throwing 

Márquez surrendered 11 
runs over 2 2/3 innings 
during a 19-2 loss.

“I thought he was in 
control of the game, I 
really did,” Rockies 
manager Bud 
Black said.

Yency Al-
monte got 
five outs, 
including 
two double 
plays, to 
pick up his 
first career save.

Arenado connected on 
a liner in the sixth that 
just crept over the wall. 
It was his 30th career 
homer against the Giants, 
the most all-time among 
Rockies hitter. His pro-
digious numbers led San 
Francisco manager Gabe 
Kapler to label Arenado 
a “Giant killer” before the 
game.

Arenado’s at a loss to 
explain his success.

“When I first came up, 
it was daunting going in 
there. ... There’s always 
motivation,” Arenado said 
of facing the Giants. “I’m 
happy I’m doing it. Hope-
fully I can continue. I real-
ly don’t have answers.”

Same goes for the pitch-
ing, where the starters 
now have a combined ERA 
of 2.44. Marquez was just 
the latest to shine with his 

blazing fastball, sharp slid-
er and knuckle-curve.

“He’s in a different cate-
gory when it comes to his 
stuff,” Arenado said.

Marquez and Al-
monte kept the 

Giants inside 
the park — 
barely — to 
end San 
Francisco’s 
streak of 
homering in 
13 straight 

games at Coors Field. The 
string dated back to Sept. 
3, 2018.

The fielding woes of the 
Giants continued with 
three more errors, includ-
ing one on Tyler Heineman 
for catcher’s interference. 
It brings their total to 16 
this season. They’ve com-
mitted multiple errors in 
six of their 12 games.

San Francisco starter 
and Denver native Kevin 
Gausman (0-1) threw 5 1/3 
innings and allowed four 
runs in his first appearance 
at Coors Field. He struck 
out seven.

“Hard to believe seven 
years in the majors this 
is the first time I pitched 
here,” Gausman said. “I 
looked up for a second and 
looked at the seats where 
I used to sit (high seats 
above the bullpen). Lots of 
cool memories.”
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