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Riding 
into fall

I can smell it in the air and feel the chill 
in the mornings. Winter is coming. 
I am starting to dream about fluffy 

white flakes coming down. I have replaced 
thoughts of longing for a new bike with 
desire for new boots, skis, snowboards, etc. 
But it’s not over, yet. 

Amazing fall riding is right outside my 
door. The mudroom has been torn apart, 
and the arm and knee warmers have been 
found. I’m so ready.

Fall riding is an amazing gift. In a place 
where summer is fleeting, the fall seems 
to last longer than expected (most years) 
— and be sweeter than imagined. What 
makes it so great? The obvious answer is 
the trees, so golden and beautiful. And yet 
fall riding is so much more than that. 

After a summer of riding, we are all 
finally feeling fit — climbing to the top of 
a mountain is no longer a big chore. The 
trails that were starting to get dusty are 
back to being packed and maybe even 
tacky. The trails we waited to melt out and 
be clear of downed trees are now riding 
perfectly. The temperatures are cooler and 
lovely. As the leaves start to fall, it’s like 
following the yellow brick road. We are free 
of children as they’re back in school. The 
majority of tourist crowds have died down 
for the season. It is perfection.

Where do I like to ride in the fall? Any of 
our trails that lead you through large stands 
of aspens, which really is almost all of them. 

As the name implies, Flash of Gold is 
as beautiful as it gets. Higher in elevation 
than town, it stays cool as you wind your 
way forever through golden aspens with 
occasional views of the entire valley. An-
other personal favorite in the fall is Pioneer 
to Sunshine at Steamboat Resort.

It’s nice to be up on the resort and feel 
the change coming, knowing your next trip 
through that golden aspen forest might 
be all white. Emerald Mountain has some 
beautiful color and tends to be warmer for 
those who still want to believe it’s summer. 
Watch out, just because it’s slightly lower 
in elevation doesn’t necessarily mean it will 
be the driest after a storm — that Emerald 
dirt can hold some serious water. Don’t 
forget that getting out on a gravel bike (or 
road bike) is just as nice in fall for all the 
same reasons. You can’t go wrong with a 
school house or an airport loop.

As you prep your pack for the next fall 
ride, remember your headlamp; nightfall 
will surprise you after a season of lengthy 
sunsets, and being benighted in the back-
country without a light is a less-than-plea-
surable experience. Pack an extra layer 

Runners in the Hare division, who are elite ultra runners, begins their ascent up Steamboat Resort to begin the 2018 Run Rabbit Run 
100-mile race. This year’s race is set for Friday.
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Run Rabbit Run arrives

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS — On Friday 
the 13th, they will come in swarms.

By day, hundreds will stalk Steamboat 
Springs trails. At night, under the light of a 
full moon, they’ll enter the city streets.

If it wasn’t for the snap of twigs below 
their feet or their shoulders brushing leaves, 
you may not hear them coming. Their 
breathing is steady, their heart pumps fero-
ciously, and there is a slight hint of crazy in 
their eyes.

They are ultra runners competing in 
the 13th annual Run Rabbit Run, which 
commences on Friday the 13th and will 
conclude the following day.

Run Rabbit Run will feature a 50-mile 
race, and a 100-mile race, which is in its 
eighth year. Two hundred runners will 
compete in the shorter race, while 400 will 
attempt the epic 100-mile race.

Kyle Pietari, 33, isn’t scared by the un-
lucky number, saying it can’t get any worse 
than last year. 

“I think that it couldn’t be any more 
nightmarish than some of the sections were 
last year when I was extremely nauseous,” 

he said.
Pietari, who lives in Denver, had trouble 

keeping food and water down around the 
halfway point. Despite his horrible experi-
ence, Pietari took fourth in 2018 and thinks 
he has a solid chance at winning this time 
around.

“The Emerald Mountain section that 
starts and ends at Olympian Hall, that’s 
where I started throwing up, and I couldn’t 
keep any food or water down,” Pietari said. 
“That entire section, it’s like remembering 
a nightmare, a very bad dream. It was all 
in the dark, too, so that helps make it feel 
nightmarish.”

Co-director Paul Sachs said the race 
sold out in record time. The field can’t get 
any larger though, as they’ve reached the 
maximum amount of competitors allowed 
by their current permit with the U.S. Forest 
Service.

“We fill faster and faster, and I would not 
be surprised if we have to go to a lottery sys-
tem in the next couple years,” Sachs said.

The 100-mile ‘hares’ or elite runners, are 
competing for $75,000, with $15,000 going 
to the first male and female to cross the fin-
ish line. Run Rabbit Run boasts the greatest 
prize purse of any trail ultra marathon in 
the world.

The 100-mile Run Rabbit Run course 
takes competitors by Fish Creek Falls, 
through downtown and up Emerald 
Mountain.

What isn’t divvied up to the top finishers 
will go to local charities.

The massive prize purse, as well as the 

fact that Run Rabbit Run is a Hard Rock 
qualifier, draws runners from all over the 
world. The 2019 field includes competitors 
from 13 countries and 46 states.

Michael Kelly, a 46-year-old Steamboat 
resident, is running in the Tortoise group, 
which embarks at 8 a.m. Friday. He has 
completed the race four times, including 
last year, and is hoping to finish this year in 
less than 30 hours.

The 50-mile Run Rabbit Run course 
takes competitors up Mount Werner and to 
Rabbit Ears Peak.

He said he isn’t superstitious in the least, 
not even to the point of having a routine 
ahead of a race.

“I feel I’m very fortunate to get to the 
starting line. This race is more, for me, 
about overcoming the fear of failure,” Kelly 
said. “There’s nothing that’s gonna happen 
to me if I don’t finish the race.”

Kelly and the rest of the tortoises don’t 
run for money, so they must run for some-
thing else.

“A lot of people run these races for differ-
ent reasons, and a lot of them I would say, 
it’s based on trying to overcome something, 
trying to do something that maybe seemed 
impossible at one point” he said. “Not to 
come in first place, or the top 10. There’s 
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Long-distance 
race turns 13 on 
Friday the 13th

RACE, 14LOBECK, 14

START TIMES
■ Tortoise 100-mile: 8 a.m. Friday
■ Hare 100-mile: noon Friday
■ 50-mile: 6 a.m. Saturday
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plenty of those. The ma-
jority of people when they 
start that race are trying to 
do something they thought 
was impossible.”

The course will be the 
same as 2018, which was 
altered slightly due to 
fires. Like most years, the 
competitors will endure 
a drastic change in the 
weather as temperatures 
hit the low 70s during the 

day, but dip into the mid-
30s at night.

“No matter how many 
times you tell them, peo-
ple generally don’t bring 
enough clothes,” Sachs 
said. “Hopefully they will. 
It does look like we won’t 
have precipitation, which 
is great.”

To reach Shelby Reardon, 
call 970-871-4253, email 
sreardon@SteamboatPilot.
com or follow her on Twit-
ter @ByShelbyReardon.
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(preferably one that would 
also protect you in an 
impromptu autumnal 
squall) for the creeping 
cold, and remember that 
bright colors will serve 
you well to alert hunt-
ers of your human-ness; 
hunting season has begun. 
Orange is preferred, but 

any and all neon is also 
recommended.

Anywhere you choose to 
ride in the fall, you won’t 
be sorry, as beautiful color 
awaits you at every turn. 
Get out there. Before you 
know it, the snow will be 
flying.

Jessica Lobeck is a 
member of Routt County 
Riders.
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Sailors tennis picks up 1st win

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS 
— With a 4-3 win over Du-
rango at the Western Slope 
tournament on Saturday, 
the Steamboat Springs 
High School tennis team 
earned its first team win on 
the season.

No. 2 singles player 
Matheus Mercuri and No. 
4 doubles pairing of Joey 
Westmeyer and Michael 
Lake also picked up a win.

Steamboat finished last of 
16 teams in the tournament 
in Grand Junction, which 
Regis won with 203 points.

Mercuri won over a 
Durango opponent 8-3, 
and Westmeyer and Lake 
combined to defeat a Grand 
Junction pairing 8-6.

WESTERN SLOPE 
TOURNAMENT

Saturday
Singles
■ No. 1 Wyatt Stempel: 

Denver East def. Wyatt 
Stempel 6-3, 6-1. Lake-
wood def. Stempel 8-1. Air 

Academy def. Stempel 8-5. 
Golden def. Stempel 6-2.
■ No. 2 Matheus Mercu-

ri: Fruita def. Mercuri 6-0, 
6-0. Mercuri def. Durango 
8-3. Chatfield def. Mercuri 
8-4. Lakewood def. Mercuri 
8-3. Air Academy def. Mer-
curi 6-2. 
■ No. 3 Nash Whitting-

ton: Regis def. Whittington 
6-0, 6-0. Lakewood def. 
Whittington 8-4. Grand 
Junction def. Whitting-
ton 8-3. Air Academy def. 
Whittington 6-2. 

Doubles
■ No. 1 Kyle Saunders 

and Dylan Dietrich: Chat-
field def. Steamboat 6-0, 
6-1. Columbine def. Steam-
boat 8-1. Grand Junction 
def. Steamboat 8-3. Golden 
def. Steamboat 6-1. 
■ No. 2 Xander Dalke 

and Gabe Gray: Ralston 
Valley def. Steamboat 6-0, 
6-3. 2. Air Academy def. 
Steamboat 8-4. Durango 
def. Steamboat 8-6. Fruita 
def. Steamboat 6-4. 
■ No. 3 Eli Ince and 

Johnny Barkal: Columbine 
def. Steamboat 6-1, 6-1. 

Golden def. Steamboat 8-2. 
Fruita def. Steamboat 8-4. 
Durango def. Steamboat 
6-4. 
■ No. 4 Joey Westmeyer 

and Michael Lake: Heritage 
def. Steamboat 6-4, 6-1. 
Durango def. Steamboat 
8-1. Steamboat def. Grand 
Junction 8-6. Golden def. 
Steamboat 6-4.

Vail Mountain serves 
Soroco Rams 1st loss

The Soroco High School 
volleyball team traveled to 
Vail Mountain with a 4-0 
record. The Rams fought 
hard in all three sets, but 
fell 3-0 to the Gore Rangers 
on Tuesday.

Not only was it the var-
sity team’s first loss, but 
it was their first confer-
ence matchup of the 2019 
season.

The first set, which Vail 
Mountain won 25-21, fea-
tured the greatest margin 
of victory. The second set 
was slightly closer, 25-22, 
and the final frame was the 

tightest yet, falling in the 
Gore Rangers (2-1) favor, 
27-25.

The Rams (4-1) next 
play De Beque on Friday at 
home.

VAIL MOUNTAIN 3, 
 SOROCO 0

SO   21   22   25 — 0
VM  25   25   27 — 3

Hayden football bests 
Justice in opener

In the first 12 minutes 
of the season, the Hayden 
High School football team 
scored 40 points.

With a running clock, the 
Tigers scored six points in 
the second and 22 in the 
third en route to a sea-
son-opening 68-6 win over 
Justice on Saturday.

The Tigers are now 1-0 
to start the season and will 
host Simla on Friday at  
7 p.m.

HAYDEN 68, JUSTICE 6
H 40 6 22 0
J 0 0 0 0
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ENT Specialist
Now Seeing Patients in Steamboat

Now Open in Steamboat!
2201 Curve Plaza, Unit A-103

(behind Mountain Valley Bank, next to Ace Hardware)

Call for an appointment:
970-826-8080

Memorial Regional Health is
pleased to offer full-time Ear,
Nose and Throat (ENT) services
in our Signature Specialty
Clinic in Steamboat. Dr. Robert
McLean has more than 15 years

of experience seeing patients for the simple and
complex, neck and above, conditions.

Dr. Robert McLean

memorialregionalhealth.com

LIVE/WORK OPPORTUNITY  
ON HWY 40 IN MILNER

$399,000
MLS 6496620 | MAKE AN OFFER!
2 bed/1 bath, 1,060SF, 2-car garage, 1.25-acres, 
with 1,500+SF of additional storage structures

Residential and/or commercial property in Milner. Great 
opportunity for an affordable residence with ample storage or 
business storefront opportunities. Recent upgrades. A large 
portion of the property is undeveloped. No HOAs.

EASY TO SHOW!   Kaylee Maykranz | kaylee@davidsontax.com | 970-871-7798

21600 Highway 40
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